78                          LIFE AND LETTERS                        [1782

very strongly shake my past American opinions to their
foundation; and although I could name many blunders
in policy, both civil and military, and many miscarriages
of mere fortune, which might perhaps have turned the
scale against us, and may perhaps be sufficient to ac-
count for the utter loss of our object and the addition
of many heavy calamities, yet I must also admit that
the possibility of what has happened may have happened
as the natural and necessary consequence of our mea-
sures, independently of blunder or accident.    This is a
question of mere curiosity now, so far as America is con-
cerned, for necessity has already decided, if not our
principles, at least our future conduct in regard to her.
But it is perhaps a great lesson in political wisdom,
applicable to other subjects, which we ought deeply to
study, and which I shall study for one, without that
prejudice at least which belongs to an obstinate attach-
ment to former opinions.   The moment America was
out of the question Samson lost the lock of his strength,
and the natural weakness of the Ministry appeared im-
mediately.   Questions of censure were rejected by very
small majorities^ and questions for removal ran still
nearer, and could in fact have been carried if the resigna-
tion of Ministers had not preceded their dismission. . .
* The Chancellorl actually remains, but I am not clear
that all the accession of ability which he brings can
compensate for the discord which his difference of
opinion with his present colleagues on their favourite
measures of fieform must introduce into the Cabinet, and
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